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NOTES AND NOVELTIES 



THE latest collection announced is one of boomerangs. It has been 
made by, and is property of, Mr. Horace Baker, an expert wood en- 
graver, long connected with the Frank Leslie establishment. Mr. Baker 
was one of the engravers employed to go to the antipodes to work on the 
serial work known as '• Picturesque Australia." While there he acquired an 
interest iii boomerangs, and not only made a coUection of them, but learned 
to use th6m. He has over forty of these curious weapons, all of which 
have seen use in native lands, and he uses them himself with great skill. He 
not only collects and uses the boomerangs he has acquired, but he manu- 
factures the weapons himself. As far as I am aware, Mr. Baker is the only 
Caucasian boomerang expert in the world. 

* * * 
There is a small collectionof early English water-color drawings at Mr. 
Bouton's which is well worthy the notice of those interested in the art. The 
chief pieces are some unusually fine Rowlandsons. One shows a fisher- 
man's cottage, on a shore shaded with trees, the outlines being drawn in 
sepia with the pen and lightly washed in color. It is a charming and repre- 
sentative little drawing, this. Another, executed in the same manner, shows 



a stream in the foreground, crossed by a stone bridge, beyond which a little 
village nestles under trees. The third is a large and fine drawing, in the 
middle ground of which, above the tall trees of a park, show the towers of a 
Tudoresque cas'le — in Rowlandson's day the seat of the Duke of Somerset. 
A cowherd, mounted on a ho se, drives some cows across a brook in the 
foreground. I do not know of another as fine a Rowlandson in America as 
this. There is a splendid sketch, in sepia, gray and white, calUd "The 
Woodcutters," evidently the idea for a picture, by Alfred Edward Chalons, 
a broadly-treated landscape sketch by C. J. Pugh, a highly-finished old 
water mill by Chipart, two equally well worked-out landscapes by Van Bat- 
tem, the cellar under the great hall of Warwick Castle, in sepia, by John G. 
Jackson, four designs for Dresden snuff-boxes by Chodowieki, and drawings 
for book prints by Levasseur, and others. 

One of the most significant curios in New York is a copper globe in the 
Lenox Library. It is only four and a half inches in diameter, but it is 
believed to be the earliest globe to lay down the new discoveries by Columbus. 
It dates back to the first decade of the sixteenth century. The little it 
shows of this hemisphere is mostly wrong, and the few names would be 
recognized only by experts in matters geographical, but the globe is rightly 
esteemed one of the chief treasures of a rare collection. 
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